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CHAPTER 1  

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
This research investigates the environmental impact of cement production by Khayah Cement 

Company in the Eastview community of Harare. The motivation for this study arises from the 

recognition that significant levels of fugitive dust emissions occur during cement production, 

leading to adverse effects on the environment. Therefore, the researcher aims to examine the 

impact of cement dust on the environment and identify potential mitigation measures to 

minimize the effects of dust emissions. This chapter encompasses the following sections: 

background of the study, problem statement, research aim, research objectives, research 

question, and the significance of the study. 

1.1 Background of the study 
The demand for cement production has increased due to urbanization and modernization, as it is 

a crucial component for housing and infrastructure development. Khayah Zimbabwe Cement 

Company (KZCC) has played a significant role in social and economic development through job 

creation, revenue generation, and infrastructure development. However, since its establishment 

in 1956, concerns have arisen regarding the adverse effects of cement production on the 

surrounding Eastview community and the environment. One major issue is the high levels of 

fugitive dust emissions, which pose threats to human health, crops, livestock, and indigenous 

forests.  

The Environmental Management Agency (EMA) has received numerous complaints from 

residents of Eastview regarding serious air pollution caused by fugitive dust from KZCC's 

chimneys. Cement dust covers house roofs and vegetation, creating a grey-white appearance. 
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Hosam (2021) is of the view that fine cement dust particles in the air pose significant health 

risks, including heart problems, lung impairment, and aggravated pulmonary disease. 

 

According to Torgal (2011) cement production processes also release greenhouse gases such as 

carbon monoxide and carbon dioxide, which contribute to global warming, acid rain, and climate 

change. These environmental impacts adversely affect flora and fauna. Additionally, the 

emission of gases during cement production can result in offensive odours, further degrading air 

quality. The constant deposition of cement dust on various surfaces leads to soil pollution, 

causing soil depletion and reduced fertility. The calcium, alumina, and silica in the cement dust 

negatively affect soil fertility and hinder plant growth and agricultural productivity. These 

pollution levels contradict the Environmental Management Act, which ensures the right to live in 

a clean and healthy environment for present and future generations. 

To address environmental concerns, international, regional, and national policies and strategies 

have been developed to improve the environmental performance of industries. According to 

Mehta & Monteiro (2005) the environmental impact of concrete, however, goes further than the 

large amount of CO2 released into the atmosphere through cement production. Cleaner 

production (CP) is one widely implemented strategy, aligned with international conventions and 

protocols like the Kyoto Protocol and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change. These strategies aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and mitigate environmental 

damage. 
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While the aforementioned approaches have been effective, the researcher seeks to explore 

additional methods to mitigate the negative effects of dust emissions on the environment caused 

by cement production. 

1.2 Problem statement 
The production of cement by Khayah Zimbabwe Cement Company (KZCC) has significantly 

increased, reaching approximately 900 tonnes per week, with a focus on exporting to the 

Democratic Republic of Congo and Zambia in addition to serving the local market. However, 

this increased production has led to a rapid deterioration of the environmental conditions in the 

surrounding areas, resulting in an intensified greenhouse effect. Studies conducted by Akande 

and Idris (2017) have highlighted the various socio-economic impacts of cement production on 

nearby communities. Additionally, Hilson (2009) has observed that cement production is 

associated with pollution, land degradation, and the destruction of wildlife and crops. These 

negative consequences have prompted the researcher to undertake this study and seek viable 

solutions to address dust emissions in an economically and environmentally sustainable manner. 

1.3 Research aim 
The aim of this study was to examine the negative effects posed to the environment by cement 

production at Khayah Zimbabwe Cement Company 

1.4 Research objectives 
This study was guided by the following research objectives to: 

 1.4.1 Examine the effects of Khayah cement production on the environment in Eastview 

community 

1.4.2 Assess the impact of cement production on the environment in Eastview community. 
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1.4.3 Explore strategies that can be used to minimize the negative effects of cement production 

to the environment 

1.5 Research questions 
 This study was guided by the following research questions: 

1.5.1 What are the effects of Khayah cement production on the environment in Eastview 

community? 

1.5.2 In what way is pollution affecting the environment in Eastview Community?  

1.5.3 How might these negative effects be mitigated? 

1.6 Significance of the study 
The significance of this study extends to various stakeholders, including: 

1.6.1 Policy makers 

This study fills a gap in the literature regarding the impact of cement production in Zimbabwe. 

By providing empirical evidence and effective strategies, it can inform policy and decision 

makers on sustainable practices in cement production. 

1.6.2 Chemistry teachers 

The study contributes to the understanding of waste management practices and their impact on 

sustainable development in cement industries. This knowledge can be incorporated into the 

teachings of Chemistry teachers, particularly in the section on Environmental Chemistry, 

enhancing their ability to educate A Level Chemistry learner. 
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1.6.3 Chemistry learners 

A Level Chemistry learners can benefit from this study as it provides them with effective waste 

management strategies. This will enhance their understanding of Environmental Chemistry 

concepts, which are part of their Advanced Level syllabus. 

1.6.4 Other researchers 

The information and findings of this study can serve as a valuable resource for future research 

and scientific development in the field of cement production and its environmental impact. Other 

researchers can build upon this study to further explore related issues and contribute to scientific 

knowledge. This study has the potential to generate valuable insights and practical 

recommendations that can benefit various stakeholders and contribute to sustainable practices in 

the cement industry. 

1.7 Delimitation of the Study 
There are numerous cements producing companies in Zimbabwe spread across various 

geographic locations namely Portland Holdings in Bulawayo, Khayah Private limited in Harare 

and Sino Zimbabwe Cement Company in Gweru. Out of these companies this study is only 

focusing on Khayah Zimbabwe Cement Company (KZCC) situated in Eastview along Arcturus 

road. Figure 1.1 below shows the areal map of the khayah Zimbabwe Cement plant and 

surrounding community. 
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Map showing location of khayah cement company 

 

1.8 Limitations to the study 
This study was not without its drawbacks. Initially, the research was undertaken within a 

restricted timeframe, which posed challenges to the large-scale collecting of information and the 

accompanying costs. I had trouble getting in touch with management because office workers 

were gatekeeping, making way for more important business matters. Organisational staff also 

struggled with maintaining secrecy because they were afraid to reveal information and needed 

approval from higher authority, which meant that most of the material would be classified as 

sensitive. To avoid this, questions were made simpler in order to obtain information that was not 

considered sensitive. 

Some officials from the company did not want to be associated wit this project and they could 

not assist 
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1.9 Definition of key terms 

Senderson (2002) asserts that environment is the sum total of all the living and non-living 

elements and their effects that influence human life 

1.9.1 Pollution 

According to Nagle et al (2007), pollution is the deterioration or unclean objectionable 

conditions in the quality of natural resources such as air, water and soil because of the action or 

presence of unwanted substances beyond a certain limit. 

1.9.2 Atmosphere 

Alston (2012) posit that atmosphere is a mixture of gases that surrounds the planet or the layers 

of gases surrounding a planet or other celestial body. 

1.10 Summary of the chapter 
This chapter has introduced the context in which the study is going to be carried out as well as 

justifying the fundamental problem under investigation. The study aims at examining the impact 

of cement production on the environment. The chapter is composed of the topic, introduction, 

background of the study, problem statement, significance of the study, research aim, research 

objectives, research questions, delimitation of the study, limitation of the study and a precise 

definition of terms is provided in this chapter. The next chapter is chapter 2 which is literature 

review. 
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Chapter 2: Literature Review 

2.1 Introduction 
The section provides an overview of the environmental impacts of cement manufacturing, 

discussing its influence on the environment and potential mitigation strategies. It explores the 

stages of cement production, starting with the extraction of raw materials like limestone and 

culminating in the milling process to produce cement. While cement is vital for construction, its 

production is energy-intensive, primarily fueled by coal, petroleum coke, or natural gas, emitting 

greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide (Lopez, 2022). Additionally, the calcination process 

releases pollutants like sulphur dioxide and nitrogen oxides, contributing to air pollution and 

health issues (Singla  & Stashwick, 2022). Dust and particulate matter generated during grinding 

and milling also pose environmental and health risks. 

The production of cement, essential for construction worldwide, poses significant environmental 

challenges due to resource depletion and pollution. Quarrying for raw materials leads to habitat 

destruction, erosion, and biodiversity loss, exacerbating land and water degradation (Al-Otaibi et 

al., 2018). Cement manufacturing is a major emitter of carbon dioxide and other pollutants, 

contributing to climate change and local air pollution (Singla & Stashwick, 2022). The industry's 

high-water consumption and wastewater discharge further threaten ecosystems and human 

health. Addressing these issues is crucial for sustainable development and aligning with global 

environmental goals like the Paris Agreement and Sustainable Development Goals(Iacobuţă et 

al., 2022). 
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Khaya Cement Company, a prominent player in Zimbabwe's cement industry, exemplifies the 

challenges and opportunities within the sector. Like other cement producers, the company faces 

environmental concerns associated with quarrying and manufacturing processes. Balancing 

economic growth with environmental sustainability requires implementing mitigation strategies 

to minimise resource consumption, emissions, and habitat disruption (Cohen, 2020). By 

embracing sustainable practices and technology, companies like Khaya Cement can contribute to 

a more environmentally responsible cement industry, crucial for meeting future construction 

needs while safeguarding ecosystems and communities. 

2.2 Environmental effects of cement production 
Cement production is a vital component of modern construction, but its environmental impact is 

a growing concern. The process of manufacturing cement involves significant energy 

consumption, releases substantial amounts of carbon dioxide, and generates various pollutants, 

contributing to air and water pollution. Furthermore, the extraction of raw materials, such as 

limestone and clay, can lead to habitat destruction and landscape alteration. Understanding the 

environmental effects of cement production is crucial for developing sustainable practices to 

mitigate its adverse impacts on ecosystems and human health. 

2.2.1 Overview of cement production process 

Cement production involves a series of complex steps, starting with the quarrying of raw 

materials like limestone and clay, which are then crushed and ground to form a raw meal 

(GasdiaCochrane, 2023). This mixture undergoes high-temperature treatment in a kiln to produce 

clinker, a crucial component of cement, through a process called calcination (Vikström, 2021). 

The resulting clinker is cooled, ground into a fine powder, and combined with additives like 

gypsum to create Portland cement (Vikström, 2021). This final product undergoes further 

https://www.thermofisher.com/blog/author/mgasdiacochrane/
https://www.thermofisher.com/blog/author/mgasdiacochrane/
https://www.thermofisher.com/blog/author/mgasdiacochrane/
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grinding and is then stored or transported for distribution (Vikström, 2021). However, the 

energy-intensive nature of cement production, reliance on raw material extraction, and emissions 

of greenhouse gases highlight its significant environmental impact, necessitating sustainable 

practices within the industry. 

Understanding the complexities of cement production is paramount for evaluating its 

environmental footprint and implementing eco-friendly measures. From raw material extraction 

to clinker formation and cement grinding, each stage contributes to energy consumption and 

emissions of pollutants (Antunes et al., 2021; Samira et al., 2012). By comprehensively assessing 

the processes involved and exploring sustainable alternatives, the industry can mitigate its 

environmental impact and move towards more eco-conscious practices, essential for combating 

climate change and promoting environmental stewardship. 

2.2.2 Energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions 

Cement production significantly impacts the environment through its high energy consumption 

and greenhouse gas emissions, primarily from the combustion of fossil fuels like coal and natural 

gas in kilns (Samira et al., 2012. This process releases carbon dioxide and other pollutants, 

contributing to air pollution and climate change. Understanding these impacts is crucial for 

assessing the industry's environmental footprint and developing strategies to mitigate its carbon 

emissions. 

Efforts to reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions in cement manufacturing 

focus on enhancing energy efficiency and transitioning to alternative fuels and renewable energy 

sources. Technological advancements, such as preheaters and waste heat recovery systems, 

improve energy efficiency, while exploring alternative fuels like biomass offers both 

environmental and economic benefits (Alessandra et al., 2021). Integration of renewable energy 
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sources like solar and wind power also presents opportunities for reducing reliance on fossil fuels 

(Marouani et al., 2023). However, challenges such as technological barriers and regulatory 

constraints hinder widespread adoption, necessitating coordinated efforts to incentivise 

investment in clean technologies and establish supportive frameworks for sustainable cement 

production (AlJaber et al., 2023; Barbhuiya et al., 2024; Geng et al., 2023; Nuushuun, 2023). 

2.2.3 Air pollution 

Air pollution stemming from cement production is a significant environmental concern, with 

particulate matter (PM), sulfur dioxide (SO2), and nitrogen oxides (NOx) being prominent 

pollutants emitted during various stages of the cement manufacturing process (Etim et al., 2021). 

Particulate matter, consisting of fine particles and dust, is released during raw material 

processing, clinker production, and cement grinding (Nuushuun, 2023). These particles, often 

small enough to be inhaled deeply into the lungs, can pose serious health risks to nearby 

communities, leading to respiratory issues such as asthma and bronchitis (Manisalidis et al., 

2020). Furthermore, particulate matter can contribute to haze and reduced visibility, impacting 

air quality and aesthetic values in surrounding areas (Agustine et al., 2018). Research indicates 

that the size and composition of particulate matter emitted from cement plants vary based on 

factors such as raw material composition, kiln type, and combustion conditions, highlighting the 

complexity of addressing this aspect of air pollution in cement production (Ciobanu et al., 2021; 

Etim et al., 2021; Liu et al., 2019). 

Sulphur dioxide (SO2) emissions in cement production primarily result from the combustion of 

fossil fuels, such as coal and petroleum coke, used to power kilns and other cement plant 

operations (Nakomcic-Smaragdakis et al.,2016). SO2 is a highly reactive gas that can react with 

other compounds in the atmosphere to form sulphate aerosols, contributing to acid rain and fine 
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particulate matter (Chinyama, 2011). Exposure to elevated levels of SO2 can lead to respiratory 

problems, cardiovascular issues, and damage to vegetation(Manisalidis et al., 2020). Despite 

advancements in emission control technologies, SO2 emissions remain a significant concern in 

regions where cement plants rely heavily on Sulphur-containing fuels (Sayed, 2008). Effective 

monitoring and mitigation strategies are essential to minimise the environmental impact of SO2 

emissions from cement production, particularly in areas with stringent air quality regulations or 

sensitive ecosystems. 

Nitrogen oxides (NOx), including nitric oxide (NO) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2), are another 

class of pollutants emitted during cement manufacturing, primarily from high-temperature 

combustion processes in kilns and preheaters. NOx emissions contribute to the formation of 

ground-level ozone and secondary particulate matter, exacerbating air quality issues and posing 

health risks to nearby communities(Manisalidis et al., 2020). Additionally, nitrogen oxides can 

react with other atmospheric pollutants to form nitric acid, contributing to acid rain and 

ecosystem degradation (Menezes & Popowicz, 2022; Prakash et al., 2023). Mitigating NOx 

emissions from cement plants requires the implementation of advanced combustion technologies, 

such as selective catalytic reduction (SCR) and selective non-catalytic reduction (SNCR), as well 

as optimizing operating conditions to minimize nitrogen oxide formation (Ji-Hyeon et al., 2022). 

Research efforts continue to focus on developing more efficient and cost-effective strategies for 

reducing NOx emissions from cement production, aiming to mitigate its adverse effects on 

human health and the environment. 

2.2.4 Water pollution 

Water pollution stemming from cement production is a significant environmental concern due to 

wastewater discharge and contamination of nearby water bodies. Throughout the cement 
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production process, including quarrying, grinding, blending, and clinkerisation, substantial 

volumes of wastewater containing suspended solids, heavy metals, and chemical additives are 

generated, posing threats to aquatic ecosystems and human health (Arachchige et al., 2019; 

Panagoda et al., 2023). Studies have identified elevated levels of pollutants like heavy metals and 

organic compounds in cement plant wastewater, which persist in the environment, accumulate in 

sediments, and potentially enter the food chain, highlighting the widespread nature of this issue 

(Tanabe et al., 2019). 

The contamination of water bodies by cement production wastewater has been extensively 

documented globally, with direct discharge and indirect pathways like runoff and leaching 

contributing to ecosystem damage and risks to human health (Akhtar et al., 2021; Bashir et al., 

2020). Mitigating this pollution requires a multifaceted approach involving technological 

innovations, regulatory measures, and corporate responsibility initiatives. Strategies such as 

minimising wastewater generation, improving treatment technologies, implementing stringent 

environmental regulations, and engaging with local communities are essential to address water 

pollution effectively (Silva, 2023). By adopting sustainable practices and investing in pollution 

prevention measures, cement companies can reduce their environmental impact and contribute to 

the conservation of water resources. 

2.2.5 Land degradation 

Land degradation, particularly stemming from quarrying and habitat destruction, stands as a 

significant environmental challenge intertwined with cement production. Quarrying, crucial for 

obtaining raw materials like limestone and clay, involves extensive excavation, altering 

landscapes and ecosystems profoundly. Studies reveal the detrimental impacts of quarrying, 

including soil erosion, biodiversity loss, and habitat disruption. For instance, research by Kafu & 
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Mlaba, 2024 highlights how quarrying linked to cement production can fragment and destroy 

habitats, leading to declines in species diversity Additionally, vegetation and topsoil removal 

during quarrying exacerbate soil erosion, compromising soil fertility and ecosystem viability for 

plant and animal life (deVilleneuve et al., 2023). 

Habitat destruction from cement production operations poses a substantial threat to biodiversity 

and ecosystem integrity, especially as cement plants often operate near ecologically sensitive 

areas. Research by Mathews et al. (2014) underscores the adverse effects of habitat destruction, 

emphasizing the loss of critical habitat for numerous species. Converting natural landscapes into 

industrial sites not only reduces biodiversity but also disrupts vital ecological processes like 

pollination and nutrient cycling (Kremen, 2020). Efforts to address these issues necessitate a 

comprehensive approach integrating environmental conservation principles with sustainable land 

management practices. Strategies such as quarry rehabilitation, reforestation, and habitat 

restoration can help mitigate the adverse impacts of cement production on land degradation and 

biodiversity loss (Salgueiro et al., 2020). Collaborative efforts among industry stakeholders, 

environmental organizations, and local communities are vital for developing and implementing 

effective mitigation strategies that balance cement production needs with natural resource 

preservation and biodiversity conservation. 

2.2.6 Health impacts on humans and wildlife 

Cement production is linked to various health impacts on humans and wildlife due to pollutant 

release and ecosystem alterations. Particulate matter (PM) emitted during cement production, 

including PM2.5 and respirable dust, poses significant health risks to nearby communities, 

leading to respiratory diseases such as asthma and lung cancer (Manisalidis et al., 2020). Studies 

conducted in cement-producing regions have highlighted elevated levels of respiratory symptoms 
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and diseases among residents living near cement plants. Additionally, pollutants discharged 

during cement production, such as Sulphur dioxide (SO2) and nitrogen oxides (NOx), contribute 

to acid rain formation, disrupting aquatic ecosystems and posing risks to wildlife (Zuhara & 

Isaifan, 2018). Heavy metals released during production processes can bio-accumulate in 

wildlife tissues, threatening both aquatic and terrestrial species (Tchounwou et al., 2012), while 

quarrying activities lead to habitat destruction and fragmentation, impacting biodiversity and 

ecosystem resilience (Ozcan et al., 2012). 

2.3. Mitigation strategies for negative environmental effects 
Mitigation strategies for negative environmental effects are crucial endeavours aimed at 

minimizing the adverse impacts of human activities on the environment. With the growing 

recognition of climate change, habitat destruction, pollution, and resource depletion, these 

strategies are essential for preserving biodiversity, safeguarding ecosystems, and ensuring the 

sustainability of natural resources. From implementing renewable energy sources to promoting 

sustainable land use practices and advocating for conservation efforts, mitigation strategies offer 

a pathway towards fostering a harmonious relationship between human societies and the 

environment they inhabit. 

2.3.1Technological innovations for cleaner production techniques 

Technological innovations play a crucial role in mitigating the environmental impact of cement 

production by enabling cleaner and more sustainable production techniques. One such innovation 

is the use of alternative fuels and raw materials in cement kilns, which reduces the reliance on 

fossil fuels and minimizes greenhouse gas emissions (Aranda-Usón et al., 2013). Studies have 

shown that replacing traditional fuels with alternative fuels such as biomass, municipal solid 

waste, and tires can significantly lower carbon dioxide emissions and reduce the environmental 
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footprint of cement production (Chatziaras et al., 2014). Additionally, the integration of 

advanced combustion technologies, such as precalciner kilns and fluidised bed combustors, 

enhances energy efficiency and reduces air pollution by optimizing the combustion process and 

minimizing emissions of particulate matter and nitrogen oxides (Martin, et al., 2011). 

Another promising innovation in cement production is the development of carbon capture and 

storage (CCS) technologies, which capture carbon dioxide emissions from cement plants and 

store them underground to prevent their release into the atmosphere (Plaza et al., 2020). CCS has 

the potential to significantly reduce carbon dioxide emissions from cement production, making it 

a key strategy for achieving carbon neutrality in the industry. Research efforts have focused on 

improving the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of CCS technologies, as well as identifying 

suitable geological storage sites for long-term carbon sequestration (Yasemi et al., 2023). By 

capturing and storing carbon dioxide emissions, CCS not only helps mitigate climate change but 

also reduces other environmental impacts associated with cement production, such as air 

pollution and acidification of water bodies. 

Furthermore, advancements in materials science and process engineering have led to the 

development of innovative cement formulations and production processes that minimise 

environmental impact while maintaining product quality and performance. For example, the use 

of supplementary cementitious materials such as fly ash, slag, and silica fume as partial 

replacements for Portland cement clinker reduces the carbon footprint of cement production and 

enhances the durability and strength of concrete (Yaseen et al., 2024). Additionally, research into 

alternative binders and additives, such as geopolymers and nano materials, holds promise for 

further reducing the environmental footprint of cement production by decreasing energy 

consumption and resource depletion (Krishna et al., 2021). By embracing these technological 
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innovations, the cement industry can transition towards more sustainable and environmentally 

responsible production practices, contributing to global efforts to combat climate change and 

protect the planet's natural resources. 

2.3.2 Regulatory frameworks and environmental policies 

Regulatory frameworks and environmental policies play a pivotal role in mitigating the 

environmental impact of cement production in Zimbabwe. The country, like many others, has 

recognized the importance of balancing industrial development with environmental conservation. 

Zimbabwe's regulatory framework includes legislation, policies, and guidelines aimed at 

regulating the cement industry's activities to minimise negative environmental externalities. The 

Environmental Management Act of 2002 serves as the cornerstone legislation governing 

environmental management in the country, providing a legal basis for regulating and monitoring 

industrial activities, including cement production. Additionally, the National Environmental 

Policy of 2013 outlines the government's commitment to sustainable development and the 

protection of natural resources, emphasizing the need for industries to operate in an 

environmentally responsible manner. 

In the context of cement production, regulatory frameworks in Zimbabwe focus on various 

aspects, including air quality, water management, waste disposal, and land use planning. The 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) regulations require cement companies to conduct 

comprehensive assessments of the potential environmental impacts of their operations before 

commencement (Machaka, 2014). This process ensures that environmental considerations are 

integrated into decision-making processes, allowing for the identification of potential risks and 

the implementation of mitigation measures. Furthermore, the Environmental Management 

Agency (EMA) oversees compliance with environmental regulations and issues permits for 
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industrial activities, including cement production, based on environmental impact assessments 

and adherence to set standards (Gumindoga et al., 2021). 

Despite the existence of regulatory frameworks and environmental policies, challenges remain in 

their implementation and enforcement, particularly in developing countries like Zimbabwe. 

Limited resources, institutional capacity, and technical expertise pose significant barriers to 

effective environmental governance in the cement industry (Howes et al., 2017). Furthermore, 

issues such as corruption, lack of public participation, and inadequate monitoring and 

enforcement mechanisms undermine the efficacy of regulatory frameworks (Moji et al. 2022). 

As a result, there is a need for strengthened collaboration between government agencies, industry 

stakeholders, and civil society to address these challenges and ensure the effective 

implementation of environmental policies. Additionally, capacity-building initiatives, public 

awareness campaigns, and investment in monitoring technologies are essential to enhance 

regulatory compliance and promote sustainable practices within the cement industry in 

Zimbabwe (Matamanda et al., 2022). 

2.3.3 Lack of enforcement of environmental regulations 

The lack of enforcement of environmental regulations represents a significant challenge in 

mitigating the adverse impacts of cement production on the environment. Despite the existence 

of environmental laws and regulations governing industrial activities, including cement 

manufacturing, enforcement mechanisms may be weak or ineffective in many regions. Several 

studies have highlighted instances where cement companies, including those in Zimbabwe, have 

been found to operate in non-compliance with environmental regulations, leading to increased 

pollution and environmental degradation (Kusena et al., 2012). For instance, a study by Smith et 

al. (2019) found that in Zimbabwe, many cement factories often bypassed environmental 
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standards due to lax enforcement by regulatory authorities, resulting in significant air, water, and 

soil pollution in surrounding communities (Kusena et al., 2012). This lack of enforcement not 

only undermines environmental protection efforts but also poses serious risks to public health 

and ecosystems. 

In addition to regulatory enforcement challenges, corruption and regulatory capture further 

exacerbate the situation, hindering effective environmental governance in the cement industry 

(Tu et al., 2020). Studies have documented instances where regulatory agencies tasked with 

overseeing environmental compliance may be susceptible to corruption or undue influence from 

industry stakeholders, compromising their ability to enforce regulations impartially (Tu et al., 

2020). For example, research by Santos et al., 2022 and Xia et al., 2024 identified instances of 

regulatory capture in the cement industry in various countries, where industry lobbying and 

political connections influenced regulatory decision-making, often to the detriment of 

environmental protection. In Zimbabwe, similar concerns have been raised regarding the 

relationship between regulatory agencies and cement companies, raising questions about the 

integrity and effectiveness of environmental enforcement mechanisms (Mubonderi, 2023). 

Moreover, the lack of public participation and transparency in the regulatory process further 

undermines efforts to enforce environmental regulations in the cement industry (Azevedo, 2017). 

Many communities affected by cement production activities may lack awareness of their rights 

or avenues for meaningful engagement in decision-making processes related to environmental 

permits, monitoring, and enforcement (Brewer, 2009). This lack of transparency and public 

participation not only limits accountability but also perpetuates a cycle of environmental 

injustice, disproportionately impacting marginalized communities. Research by Brown and Jones 

(2018) underscores the importance of community involvement in environmental governance, 
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highlighting the role of civil society organizations and grassroots movements in advocating for 

stronger regulatory enforcement and promoting environmental justice (Bullard & Johnson, 2000; 

Gemmill-Herren & Bamidele-Izu, 2002). In the context of the Khaya Cement Company in 

Eastview, Zimbabwe, addressing these governance challenges requires strengthening regulatory 

capacity, promoting transparency and accountability, and fostering meaningful engagement with 

affected communities to ensure effective enforcement of environmental regulations and 

safeguard environmental sustainability (Murombo, 2016)  

2.3.4 Technological limitations in implementing cleaner production methods 

Technological limitations pose significant challenges to the implementation of cleaner 

production methods in cement production, influencing both the feasibility and effectiveness of 

environmental mitigation strategies. One major obstacle lies in the inherent complexity and scale 

of cement manufacturing processes, which often involve high temperature reactions and large-

scale industrial equipment (Telschow et al., 2012). Traditional cement production relies heavily 

on energy-intensive processes, such as clinker production in rotary kilns, which emit substantial 

amounts of greenhouse gases and particulate matter (Schneider et al., 2011). Despite 

advancements in technology, implementing cleaner production methods requires overcoming 

technical barriers related to process efficiency, resource utilization, and emissions control(Neto 

et al., 2022). For instance, while alternative fuels and raw materials can reduce carbon emissions 

and resource consumption, their use may require modifications to existing equipment and 

infrastructure, posing logistical challenges and investment costs for cement producers. 

Moreover, the diversity of cement production facilities worldwide presents a further challenge in 

implementing standardized cleaner production technologies. Cement plants vary significantly in 

terms of age, size, and geographical location, each presenting unique technical constraints and 
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opportunities for environmental improvement. Retrofitting older facilities with advanced 

emission control systems or transitioning to alternative cement production processes may be 

economically and technically unfeasible for some companies(Hills et al., 2016). Additionally, the 

availability of skilled personnel and technical expertise plays a crucial role in adopting and 

optimizing cleaner production technologies. Small and medium-sized cement producers, in 

particular, may lack the resources and technical know-how to invest in cleaner production 

methods, hindering their ability to meet environmental regulations and sustainability targets 

Rizos, et al., 2016). 

Despite these challenges, ongoing research and development efforts in the cement industry aim 

to address technological limitations and promote the adoption of cleaner production methods. 

Innovative approaches, such as carbon capture and utilization (CCU) technologies, offer 

promising opportunities to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from cement production by 

capturing and repurposing CO2 for beneficial use. Furthermore, advancements in process 

optimization, digitalization, and automation hold potential for improving energy efficiency and 

reducing environmental impacts across the cement manufacturing value chain (Peng et al., 

2023). However, successful implementation of cleaner production technologies requires a 

collaborative approach involving industry stakeholders, policymakers, researchers, and 

technology providers to overcome technological barriers, drive innovation, and achieve 

sustainable development goals in the cement sector. 

2.3.5 Political and social resistance to change 

Political and social resistance to change in cement production in Zimbabwe is a critical aspect 

that warrants attention within the literature. Zimbabwe's political landscape, marked by historical 

legacies and contemporary dynamics, plays a significant role in shaping attitudes towards 
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industrial development and environmental regulation (Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2003). Political 

interests, including those of government officials, industry stakeholders, and influential 

individuals, often intersect with economic considerations, creating barriers to implementing 

sustainable practices in cement production(Rich Dorman & Rich Dorman, 2016). Moreover, 

political instability and governance challenges in Zimbabwe may exacerbate environmental 

degradation by prioritizing short-term economic gains over long-term sustainability 

objectives(Rich Dorman & Rich Dorman, 2016). This complex interplay between politics and 

environmental management underscores the importance of examining the political dimensions of 

resistance to change in the cement industry. 

Social resistance to change in cement production in Zimbabwe is also influenced by various 

socio-cultural factors, including community perceptions, values, and livelihood concerns 

(Kusena et al., 2102). Local communities living near cement plants may resist changes to 

production practices due to fears of economic disruption, displacement, or adverse health 

impacts. Additionally, historical experiences of environmental injustice, such as unequal 

distribution of environmental burdens and benefits, can foster distrust between communities and 

cement companies, leading to heightened resistance to change. Social movements, civil society 

organizations, and grassroots activists often mobilize to challenge environmentally harmful 

practices in the cement industry, amplifying voices of dissent and advocating for greater 

accountability and transparency in decision-making processes. 

2.3.6 Collaboration between government, industry, and community stakeholders 

In Zimbabwe, as in many other countries, collaboration between government, industry, and 

community stakeholders plays a crucial role in achieving sustainable cement production. The 

cement industry is a significant contributor to the national economy, providing essential building 

https://www.accord.org.za/people/sabelo-j-ndlovu-gatsheni/
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materials for infrastructure development and construction projects. However, the environmental 

impact of cement production, including air and water pollution, land degradation, and resource 

depletion, necessitates a coordinated approach among stakeholders to mitigate adverse effects 

while fostering economic growth (Mohamad et al.,2021). Government involvement is vital in 

establishing regulatory frameworks, setting environmental standards, and monitoring compliance 

to ensure that cement companies operate in an environmentally responsible manner. By working 

closely with industry stakeholders, the government can promote the adoption of cleaner 

production technologies, encourage investment in sustainable practices, and enforce 

environmental regulations effectively (Kumar et al., 2023). 

Industry engagement is equally important in driving sustainable cement production initiatives in 

Zimbabwe. Cement companies have a vested interest in reducing their environmental footprint to 

enhance their reputation, comply with regulatory requirements, and meet the growing demand 

for environmentally friendly products. Through innovation, research, and development, cement 

manufacturers can explore alternative raw materials, improve energy efficiency, and minimize 

waste generation throughout the production process (Abdul-Wahab et al., 2021). Collaboration 

with government agencies, research institutions, and environmental NGOs can provide industry 

stakeholders with access to expertise, funding opportunities, and best practices for sustainable 

manufacturing. Moreover, industry-led initiatives such as corporate social responsibility 

programs, stakeholder engagement forums, and transparency in reporting environmental 

performance can foster trust and collaboration with local communities affected by cement 

production activities. 

Community engagement and participation are essential elements of sustainable cement 

production efforts in Zimbabwe. Local communities residing near cement plants are directly 
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impacted by environmental pollution, noise, traffic, and other disturbances associated with 

industrial operations. Therefore, fostering dialogue, building trust, and addressing community 

concerns are critical for achieving social license to operate and maintaining harmonious 

relationships between cement companies and neighboring communities. Through consultation 

processes, community members can voice their concerns, provide feedback on environmental 

management practices, and participate in decision-making regarding land use planning, resource 

allocation, and environmental mitigation measures (Aranda-Usón et al., 2013). Collaboration 

between government, industry, and community stakeholders can facilitate the development of 

inclusive policies, programs, and initiatives that balance economic development with 

environmental protection and social equity, ultimately leading to more sustainable cement 

production practices (Favretto et al., 2021). 

2.3.7 Investment in research and development for greener technologies 

Investment in research and development (R&D) for greener technologies is increasingly 

recognized as a crucial approach to mitigating the environmental impact of cement production 

worldwide, including in Zimbabwe. Various studies have highlighted the potential of greener 

technologies to reduce carbon emissions, minimize resource depletion, and enhance overall 

sustainability within the cement industry. For instance, research by Bourtsalas et al., 2018 

demonstrated the feasibility of utilizing alternative fuels such as biomass and waste-derived fuels 

in cement kilns, which not only reduces reliance on fossil fuels but also decreases greenhouse 

gas emissions. Similarly, advancements in alternative raw materials, such as fly ash and slag, 

have been shown to decrease the carbon intensity of cement production while simultaneously 

addressing waste management challenges (Althoey et al., 2023). These studies underscore the 
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importance of R&D investments in fostering innovation and driving the adoption of greener 

technologies to promote sustainable cement production practices in Zimbabwe. 

In the Zimbabwean context, there is a growing recognition of the need to invest in R&D for 

greener technologies to address environmental challenges associated with cement production. 

With the government's increasing emphasis on sustainable development and climate action, there 

is an opportunity to leverage R&D investments to enhance the environmental performance of the 

cement industry. For instance, research initiatives focused on optimizing energy efficiency in 

cement manufacturing processes have the potential to reduce both energy consumption and 

carbon emissions. Furthermore, collaborations between academia, industry stakeholders, and 

government agencies can facilitate knowledge exchange and technology transfer, thereby 

accelerating the adoption of greener technologies across the cement sector (Mbohwa et al., 

2018). By prioritizing R&D investments in greener technologies, Zimbabwe can position itself as 

a leader in sustainable cement production within the region while simultaneously contributing to 

global efforts to mitigate climate change and environmental degradation. 

However, despite the potential benefits of investing in R&D for greener technologies, several 

challenges and barriers need to be addressed to realize their full potential in Zimbabwe's cement 

industry. Limited funding and resources for research and innovation, coupled with a lack of 

incentives for technology adoption, pose significant obstacles to progress in this area. 

Additionally, technological limitations and the need for skilled personnel to implement and 

maintain greener technologies may hinder their widespread adoption. Furthermore, regulatory 

frameworks and policy support are essential to create an enabling environment for R&D 

investments and incentivize industry players to prioritize sustainability in cement production 

(Misi and Chikowore, 2019). Addressing these challenges will require concerted efforts from 
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government, industry, and other stakeholders to mobilize resources, build capacity, and foster a 

culture of innovation to drive sustainable development in Zimbabwe's cement sector. 

2.3.8 Education and awareness programs for sustainable consumption and 

production 

In Zimbabwe, as in many developing nations, the cement industry plays a pivotal role in 

infrastructure development, but its growth has been accompanied by environmental challenges. 

Education and awareness programs focused on sustainable consumption and production practices 

are crucial to mitigating the adverse impacts of cement production on the environment. These 

programs aim to inform stakeholders, including industry players, policymakers, communities, 

and consumers, about the environmental consequences of cement manufacturing and promote 

more sustainable alternatives. By raising awareness about the environmental footprint of cement 

production and advocating for responsible consumption patterns, these programs can help drive 

the adoption of cleaner technologies, enhance regulatory frameworks, and foster a culture of 

environmental stewardship in cement sector (Montalvo, 2008). 

Various initiatives have been undertaken to promote education and awareness on sustainable 

consumption and production in Zimbabwe's cement industry. These efforts often involve 

collaboration between government agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), academic 

institutions, and industry stakeholders. For instance, the Environmental Management Agency 

(EMA) of Zimbabwe has implemented public awareness campaigns, workshops, and educational 

materials targeting cement producers, construction companies, and local communities (Macheka 

& Hardman, 2021). These initiatives aim to educate stakeholders about the environmental 

impacts of cement production, raise awareness about sustainable construction practices, and 

promote the use of alternative materials such as fly ash and slag in cement production. By 
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engaging with stakeholders at multiple levels, these programs seek to foster a holistic approach 

to sustainability in Zimbabwe's cement industry. 

Despite these efforts, challenges remain in effectively implementing education and awareness 

programs for sustainable consumption and production in Zimbabwe's cement sector. Limited 

resources, inadequate infrastructure, and socio-economic disparities pose significant barriers to 

widespread adoption of sustainable practices. Furthermore, there is a need for greater 

coordination and collaboration among stakeholders to ensure the success of education and 

awareness initiatives. Addressing these challenges requires sustained commitment from 

government, industry, civil society, and the international community to prioritize environmental 

sustainability in Zimbabwe's cement industry. By investing in education, raising awareness, and 

promoting sustainable consumption and production practices, Zimbabwe can mitigate the 

environmental impact of cement production and move towards a more sustainable future. 

2. 4 Chapter summary 
This chapter focused on reviewing the literature in relation to the production of cement, the 

effects of cement production to the environment, the effects of cement production on wildlife and 

human health and the strategies to mitigate the effects of cement production to the environment. 

The literature reviewed that although cement plays a crucial role in economic development of 

any country it also has negative effects in its production. The next chapter presents research 

methods of the study  
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Chapter 3: Research Methodology 

3.0 Introduction 
The methodology chapter serves as the backbone of a research study, providing a comprehensive 

overview of the methods and techniques employed to address the research questions and 

objectives (Goundar, 2012; Jilcha, 2020). This chapter outlines the research paradigm, research 

approach, research design, entry into research sites, selection of participants, data collection 

procedures, and analytical approaches utilized to generate and analyses data, trustworthiness and 

ethical considerations. 

3.1 Research paradigm 
A paradigm refers to a set of beliefs, values, assumptions, and practices that guide the way 

researchers conceptualize, conduct, and interpret their studies (Kivunja & Kuyini 2017). It serves 

as a framework or lens through which researchers view the world, formulate research questions, 

select methodologies, and interpret findings (Abdul & Alharthi, 2016). Paradigms provide 

researchers with a foundational understanding of how knowledge is generated, organized, and 

validated within a particular discipline or field of study (Kivunja & Kuyini 2017). Different 

paradigms may emphasize different ontological (beliefs about the nature of reality), 

epistemological (beliefs about the nature of knowledge), and methodological (approaches to 

inquiry and data collection) perspectives (Held, 2019). 

This study is located within constructivism paradigm which believes that reality is socially 

constructed, subjective, may change, and is multiple (Brau, 2020). Using the constructivism 
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paradigm to examine the impact of cement production on the environment, specifically focusing 

on Khaya Cement Company in Eastview, offers a unique and insightful perspective. 

Constructivism emphasizes the subjective construction of knowledge and understanding through 

social interactions and interpretations of experiences (Brau, 2020). 

Constructivism offers a meticulous perspective on understanding the environmental impact of 

cement production in Eastview, acknowledging the subjective interpretation of environmental 

issues. Through this paradigm, researchers can ferret into how individuals and communities 

construct their understanding of the environment based on their unique experiences, values, and 

social contexts (Adom & Ankrah, 2016). By employing methods such as interviews, focus 

groups, and participatory approaches, diverse perspectives, local knowledge, and community 

narratives regarding environmental degradation, health concerns, and socio-economic 

implications can be uncovered (Duea et al., 2022). Furthermore, constructivism underscores the 

importance of contextualizing environmental practices within socio-cultural and historical 

contexts (Watson, 2024). This lens allows researchers to examine how historical factors, political 

dynamics, and socio-economic conditions shape environmental practices and policies related to 

cement production in Eastview. By engaging stakeholders as active participants in the research 

process, constructivism promotes participatory engagement and knowledge co-creation (Boaz et 

al., 2018). Through collaborative efforts with community members, local organizations, and 

industry stakeholders, solutions to environmental challenges associated with cement production 

can be developed. Additionally, constructivism emphasizes reflexivity and acknowledges the 

multiple realities and subjective interpretations within a given context (Mills et al., 2006, 

Mogashoa, 2014). Researchers critically reflect on their biases, assumptions, and positionalities, 

navigating complexities and uncertainties inherent in studying environmental issues. This 
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inclusive and metric approach fosters a deeper understanding of the impact of cement production 

on the environment in Eastview, paving the way for more effective and sustainable 

environmental management practices. 

3.2 Research approach 
A research approach refers to the overarching strategy or method that researchers use to 

investigate a particular topic or question (Grover, 2015). It outlines the general framework within 

which research is conducted, including the theoretical perspective, data collection methods, data 

analysis techniques, and overall design of the study. This study is located within qualitative 

research approach. 

Utilizing a qualitative research design to examine the impact of cement production on the 

environment, specifically focusing on Khaya Cement Company in Eastview, offers a nuanced 

understanding of the complex interactions and contextual factors at play. Qualitative methods 

such as interviews, focus groups, and observations allow researchers to explore deeply into the 

experiences, perceptions, and perspectives of various stakeholders, including community 

members, environmental activists, company employees, and regulatory authorities (Almeida et 

al., 2017). Through these qualitative approaches, researchers can uncover the diverse range of 

environmental concerns, social dynamics, and economic implications associated with cement 

production in Eastview. By engaging with stakeholders in open-ended discussions and exploring 

their lived experiences, researchers can capture rich, contextualized data that goes beyond mere 

quantification of environmental parameters, providing insights into the underlying causes, 

motivations, and implications of cement production on the local ecosystem and community well-

being (Aschehoug et al., 2012). 
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Moreover, qualitative research facilitates the exploration of complex, multifaceted phenomena in 

their natural settings, allowing researchers to uncover emergent themes, patterns, and 

contradictions that may not be apparent through quantitative methods alone (Busetto et al., 2020; 

Cleland, 2017; Cropley, 2023). Through in-depth interviews with community members, for 

example, researchers can elucidate the ways in which cement production impacts daily life, 

livelihoods, and social cohesion in Eastview. Additionally, qualitative methods enable 

researchers to adopt a reflexive stance, acknowledging their own subjectivity and biases while 

actively engaging with the voices and perspectives of participants (Olmos-Vega et al., 2023). 

This reflexive approach enhances the trustworthiness and credibility of the research findings, 

fostering transparency and accountability in the research process. Overall, by embracing a 

qualitative research design, this study can offer holistic insights into the environmental, social, 

and economic dimensions of cement production in Eastview, facilitating informed decision-

making and promoting sustainable development initiatives. 

3.4 Research design 
Research design refers to the overall strategy or plan used to investigate a particular research 

question or hypothesis (Thakur, 2021). It outlines the structure and methodology of a study, 

including how data will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted. This study is rooted with a 

phenomenology research design. 

Phenomenology IS a valuable research design for examining the negative effects posed to the 

environment by cement production at Khayah Zimbabwe Cement Company. This approach aims 

to explore and understand the lived experiences of individuals affected by the environmental 

impacts of cement production in the local community. Researchers can conduct in-depth 

interviews with community members, workers, and other stakeholders to gather rich, detailed 
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descriptions of their experiences, perceptions, and concerns regarding the environmental 

consequences of cement production (Zikargae et al., 2022). By focusing on the lived experiences 

and perspectives of these individuals, phenomenology allows for a deeper understanding of the 

complex relationships between cement production activities and environmental degradation in 

the local context (Neubauer et al., 2019). 

Furthermore, phenomenology emphasizes the subjective experiences and meanings people attach 

to their experiences, providing insights into the social, cultural, and environmental factors 

influencing perceptions of environmental impacts (Neubauer et al., 2019). Through this 

qualitative approach, researchers can uncover hidden insights, patterns, and themes that may not 

be captured through quantitative methods alone. By engaging directly with the community and 

stakeholders, phenomenology enables researchers to develop a holistic understanding of the 

environmental challenges faced by the community due to cement production at Khayah 

Zimbabwe Cement Company. This in-depth understanding can inform strategies for sustainable 

development and environmental management to mitigate the negative effects of cement 

production on the local environment (Ekincioğlu et al., 2013). 

3.5 Entry into the research site 
Any research done where human participants are involved, ethical issues need to be considered. 

Doing research ethically means protecting human participants; conducting research in such a 

way that serves the interests of individuals, groups and the society looking at issues such as 

management of risk, protection of confidentiality, and informed consent (Smith, 2003). 

Ethical issues that need attention include copyright, informed consent, confidentiality and 

authority to conduct research in particular geographical settings. Authority to undertake this 

study started at the Bindura University of Science Education., then the Eastview community 
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thorough community leaders and the Khaya Company through its management. Below is a 

description of how I sought participation consent from Bindura University of Science Education, 

until I collected the data needed in the study. At Bindura University of Science Education, I 

obtained an introductory letter from the Faculty of Science Education chair of research unit (see 

appendix 1). I took my introductory letter and my request to conduct my study in Eastview (see 

Appendix 2) community leaders. The request for research authority letter contained details of the 

study. This authority to undertake research was then taken to Khaya Cement Company for the 

purpose of obtaining research authority at organizational level. This was granted (see appendix 

3). From this level I constructed a consent form that sought to ask for informed consent from the 

participants (see appendix 6). The consent letter highlighted the purpose of the study, ethical 

consideration that promote confidentiality, right to withdrawal at any point during the study. The 

consent form also highlighted the time to be taken interviewing the participant, the mode of 

capturing data that will be audio. The emphasis was placed on the using data collected only for 

research purposes and nothing else. The upcoming section is going to the data collection 

procedures applied in this study. 

3. 6 Selection of participants 
Selecting participants for a study on the effects of Khayah cement production on the environment 

in the Eastview community involved several steps to ensure the sample represents the population 

of interest and provides meaningful data for analysis. 

In qualitative research, selecting participants involves purposefully choosing individuals who can 

provide rich and diverse perspectives relevant to the research questions (Palinkas et al., 2015). 

For the study on the effects of Khayah cement production on the environment in the Eastview 

community, participants include 10 residents living in close proximity to the cement production 
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site, 2 environmental activists (from EMA), and 2 chemistry teachers from nearby school. The 

goal is to gather insights from various stakeholders who can offer firsthand experiences, 

knowledge, and opinions regarding the environmental impacts of cement production in the 

community. 

Similarly, for the inquiry into pollution affecting the environment in Eastview Community, 

participants encompass a wide range of individuals and groups affected by pollution, including 

10 residents, 4 healthcare professionals, 5 educators, and 4 local business owners, involving 

diverse perspectives, the research can capture the multifaceted nature of pollution and its 

implications for different aspects of the community, such as public health, economic 

development, and social well-being. This breadth of input is essential for gaining a 

comprehensive understanding of the complex dynamics at play. 

When considering how to mitigate the negative effects identified through the research, 

participant selection becomes particularly critical. In addition to including individuals and 

organizations directly impacted by the environmental challenges in Eastview, I include 10 

community activists, 2 EMA officials, and 2 urban planners. These participants can contribute 

valuable insights into potential strategies and interventions for addressing environmental 

degradation and promoting sustainability in the community. By engaging with a diverse array of 

stakeholders, the research can foster collaboration and dialogue aimed at identifying feasible and 

effective solutions to mitigate the identified negative effects. 

3.7 Data collection method 

The data collection method employed in this study is grounded in qualitative research 

methodologies, emphasizing depth and context in understanding human experiences and 
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perspectives. Through structured interviews with diverse participant groups, the study seeks to 

explore the complex environmental challenges associated with Khayah cement production in the 

Eastview community. This qualitative approach allows for the capture of rich, detailed 

narratives, providing valuable insights into the multifaceted implications of cement production 

on the environment and the community. The collected qualitative data serves as a foundation for 

identifying patterns, common themes, and unique perspectives, contributing to a comprehensive 

analysis of the study's focus. 

3.7.1 Data collection instruments 

The development of the interview guide for this study on the effects of Khayah cement 

production on the environment in the Eastview community was informed by a rigorous research 

process. Initially, a thorough literature search was conducted to identify existing studies and gaps 

in knowledge regarding the environmental impacts of cement production. This literature review 

helped shape the focus of the interview guide by highlighting key areas of concern and potential 

topics for exploration. The interview questions were meticulously crafted to be relevant to the 

study's objectives and tailored to the diverse participant groups involved. For instance, a sample 

question posed to the local residents might be, "Can you describe any noticeable changes in the 

local environment since the commencement of cement production in Eastview?" For 

environmental activists, a question could be, "What are your primary concerns regarding the 

environmental impact of Khayah cement production, and what mitigation measures do you 

recommend?" These questions aimed to elicit detailed narratives and professional insights, 

facilitating both qualitative and quantitative data collection to provide a holistic understanding of 

the environmental challenges faced by the community. 
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3.7. 2 Data collection process 

To investigate the effects of Khayah cement production on the environment in the Eastview 

community, a comprehensive data collection procedure was implemented, involving structured 

interviews with various participant groups. 

The participant selection process aimed to capture diverse perspectives on the environmental 

impacts of cement production. Ten residents directly affected by the cement production were 

selected to provide firsthand experiences and observations. Additionally, two environmental 

activists affiliated with the Environmental Management Agency (EMA) and two chemistry 

teachers were included to offer professional insights and organizational perspectives, 

respectively. 

Interview questions were meticulously crafted to address key topics, such as environmental 

pollution, public health, economic implications, and social well-being. The questions were 

tailored to the roles and expertise of each participant group, ensuring clarity and relevance. A 

combination of open-ended and close-ended questions was utilized to facilitate detailed 

narratives and quantitative data collection, providing a holistic understanding of the issues at 

hand. 

Individual interviews were scheduled with each participant, accommodating their preferences for 

face-to-face, virtual, or phone interviews based on availability and comfort. The interviews were 

conducted in a confidential and comfortable setting to encourage candid and insightful 

responses. Participants were assured of confidentiality and anonymity to promote honesty. 

With participants' consent, the interviews were recorded to ensure accurate data capture. The 

recorded data were transcribed and analyzed meticulously to identify patterns, common themes, 
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and unique insights. Qualitative data from open-ended questions provided rich narratives, while 

quantitative data from close-ended questions offered measurable insights. 

3.8 Data analysis 
Following the comprehensive data collection through structured interviews with diverse 

participant groups in the Eastview community, a systematic data analysis procedure was adopted 

to interpret the gathered information. The recorded interviews were transcribed verbatim to 

maintain the integrity of the data. Utilizing a qualitative content analysis approach, the 

transcriptions were reviewed to identify recurring themes, patterns, and unique insights related to 

environmental pollution, public health concerns, economic implications, and social well-being. 

Open-ended responses from participants provided rich qualitative narratives that were coded and 

categorized to capture the depth and nuances of their experiences and perspectives. Concurrently, 

quantitative data from close-ended questions were analyzed using descriptive and inferential 

statistical methods to derive measurable insights and correlations. The combination of qualitative 

and quantitative analyses facilitated a holistic understanding of the environmental impacts of 

Khayah cement production on the Eastview community, informing the development of targeted 

strategies for mitigation and improvement. 

3. 9 Trustworthiness 
Trustworthiness in this study was ensured through various strategies encompassing 

dependability, credibility, confirmability, and transferability. Dependability was established by 

maintaining consistency in the data collection process and adhering to the structured interview 

protocol across all participant groups (Forero et al., 2018). Credibility was achieved by selecting 

a diverse range of participants, including residents, environmental activists, and cement company 

representatives, and crafting interview questions tailored to their roles and expertise, ensuring the 
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data's relevance and authenticity (Forero et al., 2018). Confirmability was maintained through 

meticulous data recording, transcription, and analysis, allowing for the traceability and 

verification of findings (Johnson et al., 2020). Lastly, transferability was addressed by providing 

detailed descriptions of the research context, participant selection criteria, and data collection 

procedures, enabling the findings to be applied or compared in similar contexts beyond the 

Eastview community (Shenton, 2004). 

3.10 Ethical considerations 
Ethical considerations are paramount in rigorous research, shaping the integrity and credibility of 

the study (Enago Academy, 2019). Ethics should not be relegated to a mere procedural formality 

but should be integrated seamlessly into every stage of the research process (Žukauskas et al., 

2018). In the investigation of the effects of Khayah cement production on the environment in the 

Eastview community, ethical principles were diligently upheld. The participant selection process 

prioritized voluntary participation, ensuring that individuals willingly chose to share their 

experiences and insights. Confidentiality and anonymity were maintained throughout the data 

collection process, safeguarding participants' privacy and encouraging open dialogue. 

Furthermore, participants were informed of their right to withdraw from the study at any point 

without facing negative consequences, upholding the principle of autonomy. Adhering to the 

ethical principle of "primum non nocere" or "first do no harm," care was taken to minimize 

potential risks and ensure that the research process did not cause harm or distress to the 

participants. These ethical considerations were not merely checkboxes to be ticked but were 

integral to the research design and implementation, demonstrating a genuine commitment to 

ethical research practices. 
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3. 11 Limitations of the study 
While the structured data collection procedure provided valuable insights into the environmental 

impacts of Khayah cement production in the Eastview community, there were inherent 

limitations that could have affected data quality. One potential limitation was the reliance on 

self-reported information, which may be subject to biases or inaccuracies. To mitigate this, 

interview questions were designed to encourage participants to provide detailed and honest 

responses, and the confidential setting was maintained to foster openness. Additionally, the 

limited sample size, particularly the small number of environmental activists and chemistry 

teachers, may not fully represent the diversity of perspectives on the issue. To address this, 

efforts were made to select participants with varying backgrounds and expertise to capture a 

broad range of insights. Despite these limitations, the data collection process was conducted 

systematically, adhering to rigorous methodological standards, to ensure the reliability and 

validity of the findings. In the subsequent chapter, the analysis of the gathered data will be 

presented, offering a nuanced understanding of the environmental implications of cement 

production in Eastview and informing strategies for mitigation and improvement. 

3. 12 Chapter summary 
This chapter presented an overview of the research methodology used to gather data from a 

sample size of21 participants. These encompass a wide range of individuals and groups affected 

by pollution, including 10 residents, 1 health personal,5 educators, and 4 local business owners 

and an environmental activist. The chapter also looked at that data is to be collected using 

interviews. 
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Chapter 4: DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYIS AND 

INTERPRETATION 

4.0 Introduction 
Chapter 4 digs into the findings and discussions centered around the environmental impacts of 

Khayah cement production on the Eastview community. Through structured interviews with 

residents, environmental activists, and a chemistry teacher, this study aims to comprehensively 

understand the ramifications of cement production on the local environment. The chapter 

explores demographics, experiences, perceptions, regulatory compliance, and potential solutions, 

offering insights into the multifaceted challenges faced by the community. 

4.1 Theme 1 Findings from Research Question 1: Environmental 

impacts of khayah Cement Production on the Eastview Community 
The purpose of this study was to understand the environmental impacts of Khayah cement 

production on the Eastview community. Participants from various backgrounds, including 

residents, environmental activists, and a chemistry teacher, shared their observations, concerns, 

and suggestions for mitigating these impacts. The findings are based on interviews conducted 

using a structured guide that covered demographics, experiences, perceptions, regulations, and 

potential solutions. 
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4.1.1 Demographics and background 

Participants included residents, an environmental activist, and a chemistry teacher, all of whom 

have lived near the cement production site for periods ranging from 5 to 10 years. This diverse 

group provided a comprehensive perspective on the environmental impacts of the cement 

production. 

4.1. 2 Experience and observations 

Participants consistently reported noticeable dust accumulation on buildings, plants, roofs, and 

other surfaces. This dust was often described as grey and pervasive. There were frequent 

mentions of deteriorating air quality, noise pollution, and water contamination, attributed directly 

to the cement production. Several respondents noted changes in the local vegetation, such as 

plants appearing dusty, grey, and shorter than usual. One environmental activist also highlighted 

impacts on animals and land. This supported by the following excerpts: 

“Since the cement production began, I have noticed that buildings and plants appear 

dusty and grey, and the plants are shorter than usual." (Chemistry teacher, resident for 5 

years) 

"There is visible dust accumulation on vegetation, roofs, and other surfaces. The roofs 

and plants nearby have turned grey." (Environmental activist, resident for 6 years) 

"There is dust in the windows of houses and on parked cars." (Resident for 10 years) 

"The community is experiencing social isolation and disruption of traditional ways of life 

due to the environmental changes." (Resident for 5 years) 

"Plants, animals, land, and water bodies are affected." (Environmental activist, resident 

for 6 years) 
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"Continuous exposure may lead to chronic diseases such as TB." (Resident for 6 years) 

Many participants reported an increase in respiratory diseases, such as coughing, sneezing, and 

chest pains. There was also mention of high rates of respiratory-associated diseases and flu. 

Additionally, participants observed a decline in the quality of life, citing health problems and 

social isolation. One participant mentioned concerns about chronic diseases like tuberculosis due 

to continuous exposure to pollutants. 

4.1.3 Perceptions and concerns 

A significant concern regarding the cement plant was its proximity to residential areas, which 

was seen as a major factor contributing to environmental and health issues. Participants were 

particularly worried about various forms of pollution, including dust, particulate matter, noise 

pollution, and water pollution. 

The community is experiencing health declines and disruptions to their traditional ways of life, 

with social isolation and displacement also being significant issues. Tgis is supported in the 

following excerpts: 

 "The closeness of the cement plant to the residential area is a primary concern. There 

was neglect in the distance of plants to residential areas." (Chemistry teacher, resident 

for 5 years) 

4.1.4 Regulations and compliance 

Most participants were aware of environmental regulations or the existence of environmental 

impact assessments. However, they felt these regulations were not adequately enforced. There 

was a general consensus that regulations were not being adequately enforced. Participants noted 
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neglect in maintaining appropriate distances between the plant and residential areas, and 

inadequate action to reduce dust levels. This is substantiated by the following excerpts 

"Environmental impact assessments and regulations are not being adequately enforced 

since people in the area are greatly affected." (Resident for 5 years) 

"There is some level of breaching the regulations, and they should ensure the health and 

safety of workers and the environment." (Environmental activist, resident for 6 years) 

4.1.5 Suggestions and solutions 

Participants emphasized the need for strict enforcement of environmental laws and adherence to 

international standards for regulatory compliance. Suggestions for improving technology and 

practices included implementing dust collectors, carbon capture and storage technologies, and 

other dust suppression measures. There was also a call for more community involvement and 

engagement from the cement company to address environmental concerns effectively. However, 

participants believed that the community had little power to influence the cement company due 

to its elite status. They suggested that the company should monitor air quality and be responsive 

to community concerns. This was supported by the following excerpts: 

"The government must enforce laws as per world standards, and the company must bear 

the health bills of the affected community members." (Chemistry teacher, resident for 5 

years) 

 "Community engagement, regulatory compliance, and implementing carbon capture and 

storage technologies to reduce carbon emissions and dust suppression are needed." 

(Resident for 5 years) 
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 "Install dust collectors, and the company should monitor air quality and allow residents 

to raise an alarm if there is a breach." (Environmental activist, resident for 6 years) 

"EMA and the government must enforce the law, and the company must adhere to 

international standards." (Resident for 10 years) 

4.1.6 Additional insights 

Some participants highlighted the necessity for the company to bear the healthcare costs of 

affected community members. Another suggested shutting down the company if it fails to 

comply with environmental standards. 

4.2 Findings and analysis from research question 2 
The interviews conducted with various stakeholders in the Eastview Community reveal 

significant insights into the impact of pollution on personal experiences, health, education, and 

the local economy. These perspectives help to paint a comprehensive picture of the community's 

struggles and highlight urgent areas for intervention. 

4.2.1 Personal experience and observations 

Interviewees consistently reported pervasive pollution affecting the entire community. 

Descriptions of dusty environments, grey roofs, and discoloration of painted walls and plants 

underscore the visible impact of pollution. 

Respondents frequently mentioned respiratory issues such as congested noses, sneezing, and 

increased cases of flu. One participant highlighted waking up with a congested nose, while 

another noted the rising prevalence of airborne diseases. 

Over the years, residents observed a decline in air quality and changes in the environment, such 

as vegetation covered in cement dust and water bodies turning grey. The general consensus is 
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that pollution levels have increased, significantly altering the community's environment. This is 

supported by the following excepts. 

"The outlook of the environs indicates pollution of the whole community." 

 "Daily we enable dusty, pollutants from the plants." 

"Environment no longer has clear air." 

"Release of cement dust and particulate matter affecting air quality and human health." 

"Pollution is affecting water quality and dusty conditions are resulting in respiratory 

diseases." 

"Surfaces are always dusty despite regular cleaning." 

"Usually wake up with a congested nose and sneezing." 

"Roofs and painted walls have changed color." 

4.2.3 Health implications 

Healthcare professionals in the community pointed out an increase in respiratory conditions, 

including symptoms indicative of lung malfunction and a higher risk of tuberculosis. This 

correlation between pollution and health issues underscores the urgent need for medical and 

environmental intervention. This is substantiated by the following excerpts: 

 "Pollution." 

 "High risk of respiratory symptoms and lung malfunction." 

"Tuberculosis." 
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4.2.4 Educational perspective 

Educators have responded by incorporating environmental awareness into their curricula. This 

includes introducing environmental chemistry, integrating environmental topics into various 

subjects, hands-on activities, and field trips. Pollution has created significant educational 

challenges, such as decreased school attendance due to health issues and the loss of students 

whose parents have died from pollution-related diseases. Limited resources and lack of 

technology also hinder effective environmental education. This supported by the following 

excerpts: 

"Introduce environmental chemistry into the curriculum with special emphasis on case 

studies." 

 "Lack of awareness, limited resources, limited access to technology, and lack of role 

models." 

4.2.5 Economic impact 
Local business owners reported economic challenges stemming from pollution, such as dusty 

products that deter customers and a preference for purchasing goods from cleaner areas. 

Additionally, pollution has driven some residents to relocate to less polluted suburbs, further 

impacting local businesses. 

Despite these challenges, some business owners see potential opportunities for innovation in 

pollution control measures, which could both improve community health and create new 

economic opportunities. This supported in the following excerpts: 

"Customers prefer to buy hardware materials in the city as our products are always dusty 

and look older." 
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 "Many are relocating to clean suburbs." 

4.2.6 Scientific insights 

Environmental scientists identified air pollution from industrial emissions and machinery as the 

primary concerns. They highlighted the need for mitigation strategies such as installing filters on 

emission stacks to trap dust and gases. Recommendations included practical solutions like 

greenhouse farming to protect crops from cement dust and promoting natural remedies to clear 

dust from residents' bodies. This is supported by the following excerpts: 

"Air pollution is most dominant due to emissions; noise levels may also be a challenge 

from the machinery being used." 

"Filters on emission stacks to trap the dust and gases produced." 

"Greenhouse farming to reduce the amount of cement on crops." 

4.2.7 Pressing issues and suggested solutions 

A recurrent suggestion across interviews was the relocation of polluting industrial plants to 

distant areas to reduce their impact on the community. This was seen as a critical step to 

improving air quality and overall community health. 

Interviewees proposed several community-based initiatives, including cleanup campaigns, 

educational programs about pollution dangers, and collaborative efforts requiring government 

support to make impactful changes. 

"The decision has to be made to relocate the plant to a distant place." 

"Suggestions are but need government support to effect crucial decisions." 
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"The best solution might be to relocate people so that the area will be left for production 

only." 

"High levels of air pollution." 

"Need to drink natural remedies that help clear the dust in the body." 

"The plant should be relocated to other places." 

"Community to carry out clean-up campaigns and educate the society about the dangers 

of pollution." 

The findings from these interviews paint a stark picture of the impact of pollution on the 

Eastview Community, highlighting significant health, educational, and economic challenges. The 

most pressing issues identified include the need for cleaner air, better health interventions, and 

educational resources to combat the effects of pollution. Moving forward, a combination of 

community-based initiatives, innovative business solutions, and government 

support will be essential in addressing these challenges effectively. Relocating polluting 

industries, enhancing environmental education, and implementing practical mitigation strategies 

such as emission filters and greenhouse farming can create a healthier and more sustainable 

environment for the Eastview Community. 

Moreover, fostering community engagement through cleanup campaigns and awareness 

programs can empower residents to take proactive steps in combating pollution. Collaboration 

between local businesses, educational institutions, healthcare professionals, and environmental 

scientists is crucial in developing comprehensive solutions that address the multifaceted impacts 
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of pollution. Through these combined efforts, the Eastview Community can move towards a 

future where the well-being of its residents and the environment are safeguarded. 

4.3 Finding from Research Question 3 
The purpose of this interview is to gain insights into the environmental challenges faced by 

Eastview and to gather suggestions for promoting sustainability in the region. By interviewing 

residents, experts, and organizational representatives, we aim to identify the root causes of these 

environmental issues and explore potential solutions. Confidentiality is assured, and participants' 

responses will be used solely for research purposes. 

4.3.1 Environmental challenges observed in Eastview 

Participants consistently reported several environmental challenges in Eastview, including air, 

water, and noise pollution. Dust from industrial activities, particularly cement production, was 

frequently mentioned as a major contributor to air pollution. This was highlighted by statements 

such as, "Surfaces are always dusty, air pollution, land pollution and noise" and "Change in air 

quality due to air pollution." 

4.3.2 Impact on community and organizations 

The impact of these environmental challenges is profound. One respondent noted, "People are 

breathing contaminated air risking their lives to respiratory diseases and drinking contaminated 

water that may cause diseases over time." Another participant emphasized the broader 

community impact, stating, "Quality of air being inhaled by residents decreased" and "Dust on 

crops causing stunted growth," indicating the negative effects on both human health and 

agriculture. 
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4.3.3 Root causes of environmental issues 

Several root causes were identified, with a significant focus on industrial activities. Participants 

pointed to "Emissions from the cement plant, sewer bursts and poor garbage 

disposal" as primary culprits. The proximity of residential areas to industrial sites was also noted, 

with one participant stating, "Operation of the cement company near residential areas" as a 

critical issue. 

4.3.4 Strategies and interventions 

Participants proposed various strategies to mitigate environmental challenges in Eastview. A 

common suggestion was the implementation of advanced technologies to reduce industrial 

emissions. For instance, one respondent recommended, "Company needs to implement 

technologies that suppress dust particles," while another suggested, "Company needs to use new 

technologies that absorb dust from the production." 

Enhancing waste management practices was also highlighted. One participant mentioned, "City 

council to improve waste collection and repair the damaged sewer pipes," emphasizing the role 

of municipal services in addressing pollution. Additionally, there were calls for increased 

regulatory measures, with one suggestion being, "Government to enforce laws" related to 

environmental protection. 

4.3.5 Successful environmental initiatives 

When asked about replicable environmental initiatives, some participants were unsure, stating, "I 

don’t know of any." However, others pointed to specific examples, such as "Production of 

asbestos in Zvishavane" and "Cleaner production techniques (find ways to trap dust and use it for 

other processes)." These responses indicate a need for greater awareness and documentation of 

successful environmental projects that could be adapted for Eastview. 
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4.3.6 Role of residents, organizations, and authorities 

Collaboration emerged as a key theme in implementing solutions. Participants emphasized the 

need for collective action, stating, "The need to work together" and "Collaboration between all 

stakeholders." This includes roles for residents, organizations, and authorities in fostering a 

sustainable community. 

4.3.7 Recommendations for mitigating environmental degradation 

Experts provided targeted recommendations for mitigating environmental issues. One suggestion 

was, "People should avoid deforestation as it takes up excess carbon dioxide produced," 

highlighting the importance of maintaining green spaces. Another expert advised, "Company 

needs to install dust absorbers to reduce emission of dust in the atmosphere," underscoring the 

need for technological upgrades in industrial practices. 

4.3.8 Urban planning and sustainability 

Urban planning was identified as a critical factor in creating sustainable communities. One 

expert recommended, "Zoning will help in separating residential areas from industrial areas," 

advocating for better spatial planning to reduce residents' exposure to pollutants. Another 

suggestion was, "Town planning should not allocate such companies areas with residential 

homes," reinforcing the need for strategic planning decisions. 

4.3.9 Role of community activism 

Community activism was seen as vital for raising awareness and mobilizing action. One 

participant noted, "It helps in raising conscious citizens who may even sponsor resources to 

reduce waste disposal," while another suggested, "Conduct anti-pollution campaigns," 

highlighting the potential of grassroots movements in driving environmental change. 
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4.3.10 Fostering collaboration 

To effectively address environmental challenges, participants called for enhanced collaboration 

between stakeholders. One suggestion was, "Residents to form groups that can lead meetings 

with the government," indicating the need for organized community efforts. Another participant 

proposed, "Maybe EMMA and private organizations can use their persuasive role to bring all the 

parties together," pointing to the role of advocacy groups in facilitating cooperation. 

4.3.11 Existing partnerships and initiatives 

There were mixed responses regarding existing partnerships. Some participants were unaware of 

any, stating, "No," while others mentioned initiatives like the "Support ideas of Kyoto protocol 

2008. EMA to monitor environment." This indicates both a lack of awareness and the potential 

for leveraging existing frameworks for environmental sustainability. 

4.3.12 Resources and support needed 

Finally, participants identified key resources and support required to implement solutions. These 

included "Manpower, money and government intervention," and specific calls for government 

action, such as, "Minister of finance to allocate a budget towards reducing environmental 

degradation." These responses underscore the need for both financial and institutional support to 

drive effective environmental interventions. 

4.4 Chapter summary 
Chapter 4 presents a detailed analysis of the environmental impacts of Khayah cement 

production on the Eastview community. Through interviews with diverse stakeholders, including 

residents, activists, and educators, the study unveils a grim reality of pollution-induced health 

problems, economic strains, and educational setbacks. Participants consistently reported dust 

accumulation, deteriorating air quality, and water contamination, attributing these issues directly 
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to cement production activities. Despite awareness of environmental regulations, there's a 

consensus that enforcement is lacking. Recommendations include stricter regulatory 

enforcement, technological upgrades in dust suppression, and greater community engagement. 

The chapter underscores the urgent need for collaborative efforts between stakeholders and 

governmental support to mitigate pollution and safeguard the well-being of the Eastview 

community. 

Chapter 5 Summary, Conclusions and 

Recommendations 

5.0 Introduction 
Chapter 1 sets the stage for an in-depth exploration of the environmental impact of cement 

production by Khayah Cement Company in the Eastview community of Harare. Motivated by 

concerns over fugitive dust emissions and their adverse effects on the environment, the 

researcher aims to examine the impact of cement dust and identify mitigation measures. It 

provides a thorough background on cement production, highlighting its importance in 

development alongside the environmental challenges it poses. The problem statement 

underscores the urgent need to address the escalating environmental degradation caused by 

increased cement production, supported by scholarly evidence on the socio-economic and 

environmental impacts. Research objectives and questions guide the study towards 

understanding the effects of cement production and exploring strategies for mitigation. The 

significance of the study is underscored, targeting policymakers, educators, learners, and 

researchers, while delimitations and limitations provide context for the study's scope and 

potential challenges. Overall, this chapter lays a solid foundation for the subsequent literature 

review and empirical investigation. 
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Chapter 2 delves into the multifaceted environmental impacts of cement production, outlining its 

energy-intensive processes, greenhouse gas emissions, and pollution generation. It explores the 

stages of cement manufacturing, highlighting the significant environmental challenges posed by 

quarrying, clinker production, and cement grinding. The chapter underscores the detrimental 

effects of cement production on air quality, water resources, land degradation, and human health, 

emphasizing the need for robust mitigation strategies. Technological innovations, regulatory 

frameworks, and community engagement emerge as key avenues for mitigating environmental 

impacts and promoting sustainability within the cement industry. However, challenges such as 

technological limitations, regulatory enforcement, and political and social resistance to change 

present formidable obstacles to implementing cleaner production methods. The chapter 

advocates for collaborative efforts between government, industry, and community stakeholders 

to address these challenges and foster a more environmentally responsible approach to cement 

production in Zimbabwe. 

Chapter 3 of the research methodology outlines the comprehensive framework employed to 

investigate the environmental impact of cement production in Eastview, focusing on Khaya 

Cement Company. Grounded in the constructivist paradigm, the study aims to understand how 

individuals and communities construct their understanding of the environment, emphasizing 

participatory engagement and reflexivity. Employing a qualitative research approach, the study 

utilizes methods such as interviews and focus groups to explore diverse perspectives and uncover 

underlying causes of environmental degradation. The research design adopts phenomenology, 

aiming to understand the lived experiences of those affected by cement production. Ethical 

considerations are paramount throughout the study, with careful attention to participant consent, 

confidentiality, and protection from harm. The data collection process involves structured 
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interviews with various stakeholders, ensuring a holistic understanding of the environmental 

challenges faced by the community. Trustworthiness is maintained through strategies such as 

dependability, credibility, confirmability, and transferability. Despite inherent limitations, 

including reliance on self-reported information and a limited sample size, the study adheres to 

rigorous methodological standards to ensure the reliability and validity of the findings, paving 

the way for informed decision-making and sustainable development initiatives in Eastview. 

Chapter 4 delves into the extensive findings and discussions surrounding the environmental 

repercussions of Khayah cement production on the Eastview community. By conducting 

structured interviews with residents, environmental advocates, and a chemistry teacher, the study 

aims to grasp the full scope of cement production's impact on the local environment. The chapter 

scrutinizes various aspects, including demographics, experiences, perceptions, regulatory 

compliance, and potential solutions. It reveals a concerning pattern of dust accumulation, 

declining air quality, noise pollution, and water contamination directly linked to cement 

production, as reported by participants with diverse backgrounds. Despite awareness of 

environmental regulations, there's a prevailing sentiment of inadequate enforcement, leading to a 

call for stricter measures. Recommendations include technological advancements in dust 

suppression, community involvement, and governmental support. Ultimately, collaborative 

efforts are deemed crucial in addressing the multifaceted challenges posed by cement production 

and safeguarding the well-being of the Eastview community. 

5.1 Conclusions 
The section on the environmental impacts of Khayah cement production on the Eastview 

community unveiled a range of concerns voiced by residents, environmental activists, and a 

chemistry teacher. Participants reported noticeable dust accumulation, deteriorating air quality, 
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noise pollution, and water contamination attributed directly to cement production. Additionally, 

there was a consensus among participants regarding the decline in the quality of life due to health 

problems, social isolation, and disruptions to traditional ways of life. Despite awareness of 

environmental regulations, participants felt that enforcement was lacking, leading to significant 

environmental and health issues in the community. 

The interviews with stakeholders in the Eastview community revealed widespread pollution 

affecting personal experiences, health, education, and the local economy. Residents consistently 

reported respiratory issues, declining air quality, and changes in the environment due to 

pollution. Healthcare professionals noted an increase in respiratory conditions, while educators 

highlighted educational challenges resulting from pollution-related health issues. Local 

businesses faced economic strains due to pollution, impacting consumer preferences and driving 

some residents to relocate to less polluted areas. 

Participants consistently reported environmental challenges in Eastview, including air, water, 

and noise pollution, with industrial activities, particularly cement production, identified as 

primary contributors. The impacts of pollution on human health and agriculture were profound, 

highlighting the urgent need for intervention. Root causes of environmental issues included 

emissions from industrial plants, sewer bursts, and poor waste management practices. 

Participants proposed various strategies, including advanced technologies, enhanced waste 

management, and increased regulatory measures, to mitigate environmental challenges and 

promote sustainability. 

5.2 Recommendations 
There is a clear need for enhanced enforcement of environmental regulations to ensure the health 

and safety of community members, which includes rigorous monitoring and penalties for non-
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compliance to discourage environmental violations. Implementing advanced technologies such 

as dust collectors and carbon capture and storage systems can help mitigate pollution from 

cement production, while fostering community engagement and involvement in decision-making 

processes can empower residents to address environmental concerns effectively. A key 

recommendation is the relocation of polluting industrial plants, such as cement production 

facilities, to distant areas to minimize their impact on the community, which could significantly 

improve air quality and overall community health. Community-based initiatives, including 

cleanup campaigns and educational programs, require support from governmental bodies to 

make meaningful changes, thus government support is essential for funding and implementing 

initiatives aimed at combating pollution and fostering a healthier environment in the community. 

Implementing advanced technologies to reduce industrial emissions and enhancing waste 

management practices can help mitigate environmental degradation in Eastview, along with 

increased regulatory measures enforced by governmental authorities to ensure compliance with 

environmental protection laws. Collaboration among stakeholders, including residents, 

organizations, and authorities, is vital for implementing effective solutions, and encouraging 

community activism through anti-pollution campaigns and organized efforts can raise awareness 

and mobilize action towards environmental sustainability in Eastview. 
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APPENDIX A: 

Interview Guide RQ1-Chari 

Introduction: 

• Welcome and thank the participant for their time. 

• Explain the purpose of the study: to understand the environmental impacts of Khayah 

cement production on the Eastview community. 

• Assure confidentiality and explain how the data will be used. 

Section 1: Demographics and Background 

• What is your role in relation to the cement production site? (e.g., resident, environmental 

activist, government official, etc.) 

• How long have you been associated with or living near the cement production site? 

Section 2: Experience and Observations 

• Can you describe any noticeable changes in the environment since the cement production 

began? 
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• Have there been any health or quality of life changes you attribute to the cement 

production? 

Section 3: Perceptions and Concerns 

• What are your primary concerns regarding the environmental impacts of cement 

production? 

• How do you feel the community has been affected by these environmental changes? 

Section 4: Regulations and Compliance 

• Are you aware of any environmental regulations that apply to the cement production site? 

• Do you believe these regulations are being adequately enforced? 

Section 5: Suggestions and Solutions 

• What measures do you think could mitigate the environmental impacts of cement 

production? 

• How do you think the community and the cement company could work together to 

address these concerns? 

Closing: 

• Is there anything else you would like to add that we haven't discussed? 

• Thank the participant for their valuable insights and conclude the interview. 

By following this structured interview guide, researchers can gather comprehensive data from 

various stakeholders, providing a holistic understanding of the environmental impacts of cement 

production in the Eastview community. 
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APPENDIX B: Interview Guide: RQ2 

Introduction: Thank you for participating in this important research project aimed at 

understanding the impact of pollution on the Eastview Community. Your insights are invaluable 

to gaining a comprehensive understanding of this issue. Please note that all information provided 

will remain confidential and will be used solely for research purposes. 

Section 1: Personal Experience and Observations 

1. Can you describe any personal experiences or observations you've had regarding 

pollution in Eastview Community? 

2. How do you believe pollution has affected your daily life and well-being? 

3. Have you noticed any changes in the environment over the years that you attribute to 

pollution? 

Section 2: Health Implications 4. As a healthcare professional, what health concerns have you 

observed or treated that you believe are related to pollution? 

5. Are there any specific health conditions or symptoms that seem to be more prevalent in 

the Eastview Community compared to other areas? 
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Section 3: Economic Impact 6. As a local business owner, have you experienced any economic 

challenges or opportunities related to pollution? 

7. Do you believe pollution has influenced consumer behavior or impacted the local 

economy in any way? 

Section 4: Educational Perspective 8. As an educator, how do you incorporate environmental 

awareness and pollution education into your curriculum? 

9. Have you noticed any educational challenges or opportunities arising from the issue of 

pollution in the community? 

Section 5: Scientific Insights 10. As an environmental scientist, what specific pollution sources 

or factors do you believe are most concerning for the Eastview Community? 

11. Are there any mitigation strategies or solutions you would recommend based on your 

scientific expertise? 

Conclusion: 12. In your opinion, what are the most pressing issues related to pollution in 

Eastview Community that need immediate attention? 

13. Do you have any suggestions for community-based initiatives or collaborative efforts to 

address these issues effectively? 

Thank you for your time and valuable insights! 
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APPENDIX C: 

Interview guide 3 RQ3 

Introduction: Begin by introducing the purpose of the interview, emphasizing the importance of 

their insights in addressing environmental challenges and promoting sustainability in Eastview. 

Ensure confidentiality and assure participants that their responses will be used solely for research 

purposes. 

Section 1: Understanding Environmental Challenges 

1. Can you describe the environmental challenges you have observed or experienced in 

Eastview? 

2. How have these challenges impacted you personally, your organization, or the 

community at large? 

3. What do you believe are the root causes of these environmental issues? 

Section 2: Potential Solutions and Interventions 4. Based on your experience and knowledge, 

what strategies or interventions do you think could effectively address these environmental 

challenges in Eastview? 
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5. Are there any successful examples of environmental initiatives or projects that could be 

replicated or adapted for Eastview? 

6. How do you envision the role of local residents, organizations, and authorities in 

implementing these solutions? 

Section 3: Expert Insights 7. As an expert in your field (e.g., environmental science, urban 

planning, sustainable development), what are your recommendations for mitigating 

environmental degradation in Eastview? 

8. How can urban planning contribute to creating a more sustainable and resilient 

community? 

9. What role can community activism play in raising awareness and mobilizing action 

towards environmental sustainability? 

Section 4: Collaborative Efforts and Partnerships 10. How can collaboration between different 

stakeholders (residents, organizations, experts) be fostered to address environmental challenges 

effectively? 

11. Are there any existing partnerships or initiatives that could be leveraged to support 

environmental sustainability efforts in Eastview? 

12. What resources or support would be needed to implement the proposed solutions 

successfully? 

Conclusion: Thank the participants for their valuable insights and feedback. Encourage them to 

share any additional thoughts or suggestions they might have and provide contact information for 

follow-up questions or clarifications. 
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This interview guide aims to facilitate a comprehensive discussion, capturing diverse 

perspectives and expertise to develop holistic strategies for mitigating environmental challenges 

in Eastview. 
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